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hold and dust the birds. Each is held with the left hand by grasping it about the wings and dusted with the other. A convenient table or barrel head will serve to lay the birds on. A pinch of the powder is rubbed among the feathers of the head, back, breast, thighs, vent, and under each wing. The powder is sometimes applied with a shaker-top can, but this is not considered as effective, besides being wasteful. When chicks are treated, only two small pinches should be rubbed into the feathers, one on the back and the other about the breast and vent.
Dipping will kill the lice more quickly. The pinch method requires three or four days to destroy all the lice. In either method, enough of the chemical remains on the birds to kill all the lice that hatch from eggs after the treatment. Sodium fluoride is also effective to remove and kill all other varieties of lice. Other treatments will kill lice, but this is the standard.
Other varieties of lice
The head louse is about 1/10 inch in length and is common about the head and neck of young birds. These lice lay eggs and develop in much the same manner as body lice, reaching maturity in about three and one-half weeks. Mature fowls may be bothered by these lice, but most of the damage is to chicks. Sodium fluoride will eradicate head lice.
Many other kinds of lice may be observed in different sections of the country. Among these might be mentioned the shaft louse, the wing louse, fluff louse, large hen louse, brown chicken louse, and many others. All are effectively controlled by the proper application of sodium fluoride as described for body lice.
MITES
The common red mite is really gray and only becomes red after it sucks the blood of a chicken. It derives all its nourishment by digging into the skin and sucking blood.